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BRENTWOOD, DENVER, COLO.—FRANKLIN L. BURNS REALTY AND TRUST Co. 


During the Plan Analysis Sessions of the Com- 
munity Builders’ Council in New York on November 
15, about forty projects were presented and analyzed. 
They ranged from those still in the most formative 


opment of a well-considered plan. It is also repre- 
sentative of many other cases where revised plans 
are resubmitted for additional analysis. Figure 1 
shows a study for this 160-acre project within the 


planning stage to those which had developed suf- 
ficiently for detailed analysis. A number of the 
projects are reproduced in this issue as indicative of 
the nature and quality of projects analyzed. 


Residential Development 
The plans of “The Village” Project being developed 
by Town and Country Estates, Inc. of Wichita, Kan- 
sas, provides a most interesting study in the devel- 


city of Wichita as presented to the Council at its 
Chicago Analysis Session in February, 1948. As a 
result of the analysis at this Session, the plan was 
discarded, land planning engineers were retained, 
and the plan shown in Figure 2 was developed. Cer- 
tain revisions in this plan are now being made as a 
result of the New York analysis. The plan calls for 
a store center surrounded by an apartment develop- 
ment, school and park area, and one or more church 
(Continued on Page 3) 








Plan-itorial .. . 


Planning Education 1911-1948 


A past weakness in the planning field has been the failure to get across to the 
younger generation the need for and understanding of what planning is and can 
do for him and his community. Walter D. Moody did a pioneering educational 
job for his city of Chicago in 1911 when he wrote ‘“Wacker’s Manual of the Plan 
of Chicago” for use as a textbook in the public schools. The Manual is now more 
or less an historical document, but it paid big dividends, and is still doing so as 
reflected in the support given to and progress made by the Chicago Plan Commis- 
sion over the years. 

The recent textbook “Surging Cities” published by the Greater Boston Develop- 
ment Committee under a grant from the Edward A. Filene Good Will Fund 
should accomplish for Boston what Wacker’s Manual has done for Chicago. This 
well prepared and illustrated volume is the work of Theodore T. McCrosky, 
Charles A. Blessing and J. Ross McKeever. It traces in a simple and concise 
manner the evolution of cities, the growth of five large American cities, and the 
various elements which make up the urban organism. With this background, 
the student is then introduced to the history and problems of the Greater Boston 
area, and the solutions and methods which have been developed to build a better 
Boston. Financing and citizen responsibility are stressed. Students of city 
planning will find it extremely interesting to compare the planning concepts as 
presented for Chicago in 1911 with those presented in “Surging Cities.” 

In general a realistic and sound approach has been taken. One of the most 
serious criticisms of the book is its failure to differentiate clearly between urban 
redevelopment and slum clearance for housing. It is to be hoped that future 
editions will correct the misconception which this section of the text now conveys. 
As now presented the full concept of urban redevelopment is lost. 

Planning education at the high school level is receiving increasing attention 
throughout the country. Other cities offering public school education in planning 
include Atlanta, Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit, Dallas, Milwaukee, Peoria, Phila- 
delphia, Richmond, Virginia; San Francisco, Wichita, Kansas; and Waterbury, 
Connecticut. More should be added to this list in the future. M.S. W. 





Expressway Construction and Location 


The Engineering News-Record in reviewing the recent annual meeting of the 
American Institute of Planners in Long Beach, California, carried the following 
summary of its discussions on Expressway locations: 

“Delegates discussed the interregional or interstate highways, and depressed, 
limited access expressways and their effect on cities by running these express- 
ways directly into and through business centers. The insistence on the part of 
highway departments, apparently approved by federal authorities, to enter cities 
and locate highways by the old line and grade formulas which had proved so 
effective in open country, was deplored. In the location of a freeway into a city 
there are considerations other than line and grade. Highway engineers are expert 
in the engineering details of highway construction, but the location of these 
highways may be in error. 

Highway and freeway location is essentially a problem in land use planning. 
Urban Land has been emphasizing this concept ever since the inauguration of the 
urban freeway program. It is glad to see this same position being taken by the 
professional planning society. 


ULI Elects Officers and Trustees 


Richard J. Seltzer of Philadelphia was reelected President of the Urban Land 
Institute for 1949 by the Board of Trustees at its annual meeting, January 9. 

Also reelected were Foster Winter, Detroit, Vice President; Herbert U. Nelson, 
Secretary; and L. D. McKendry, Treasurer. 

“The Institute program for 1949,” Mr. Seltzer said, ‘“‘will emphasize research on 
problems connected with the development of our rapidly growing suburban com- 
munities and shopping centers; traffic, parking, and decentralization problems of 
central business areas; and plant location problems facing industry in urban 
areas. 

“The tremendous surge of population to the metropolitan areas which has 
occurred during the last few years has greatly intensified the difficulties facing 
our cities,” he emphasized. 
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COMMUNITY BUILDERS’ 
COUNCIL DUES 
INCREASED 


At the meeting of the ULI Trustees 
in November, it was voted to increase 
the dues for membership in the Com- 
munity Builders’ Council from $50.00 to 
$100.00. This increase was found nec- 
essary in order to maintain and broaden 
the service of research, panels, and plan 
analysis sessions. The value of the an- 
alysis service alone is evidenced by the 
112 day session in New York attended 
by almost 100 Council members, at 
which over 40 projects were analyzed 
by Chairman J. C. Nichols and his Ex- 
ecutive Committee. Numerous letters 
and statements from Council members 
attest to the fact that their projects 
were not only greatly improved, but 
thousands of dollars saved as a result 
of this service. The next Plan Analysis 
Session will be held in Chicago on Feb- 
ruary 23. Sessions are open only to 
Council and Sustaining Members. 





New Trustees elected for three year 
terms were: 

Boyd T. Barnard, Philadelphia, past 
president of NAREB; 

Charles E. Joern, La Grange Park, 
Illinois, community builder; and 

Milton C. Mumford, Chicago, Vice- 
President of Marshall Field & Com- 
pany. 

Also reelected as Trustees for three 
year terms were: 

Mrs. Samuel I. Rosenman, New York 
City. 

Robert P. Gerholz, Flint, Michigan. 

Joseph E. Merrion, Chicago. 

John McC. Mowbray, Baltimore; and 

Earle S. Draper, Washington, D. C. 
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PLAN ANALYSIS SESSION 


(Continued from Page 1) 


sites. Building sites comprise two lots 
which are typically 30’ x 130’ each. 
Comparison of the two plans shows 
clearly the value of careful land plan- 
ning. Harman and O’Donnell of Den- 
ver were the planning consultants. 

The project of “Syosset Gardens” in 
Oyster Bay, L. I., being developed by 
The Pennurban Housing Corporation of 
New York City for Syosset Gardens, 
Inc., is an interesting treatment of an 
irregular thirty-acre site. (Figure 3). 
The plan provides for 142 dwellings on 
6,000 square-foot lots. First section of 
fifty houses is now being developed 
with electrically equipped Harmon pre- 
fabricated three-bedroom units, includ- 
ing attached garage and basement, sell- 
ing for $12,950. (Figure 4). 

Pueblo Gardens, a 3,000-unit home 
development in Tucson, Arizona, is a 
project now under development by the 
Del E. Webb Construction Co. The 
entire project covers about 112 square 
miles and includes sites for a major 
shopping center, schools, park and 
churches. (Figure 5.) Selling price of 
two- and three-bedroom houses with 
car port on 7,500 square foot sites ranges 
from $6,975 to $7,975. These are being 
developed by the Roy E. Drachman 
Realty Co. A typical three-bedroom 
unit is shown in Figure 6. This unit 
contains 1,100 square feet of living 
space. Blanton and Cole of Tucson 
were responsible for design and en- 
gineering. 

Brentwood Subdivision, Denver, Col- 
orado, shown on page 1, is a project of 
The Burns Realty and Trust Company. 
The plan covers 310 acres, of which 14 
are occupied by the shopping center, 24 
by schools, and 236 by 1,163 improved 
building sites, the remainder being in 
streets. The shopping center provides 
a parking to store ratio of better than 
4 to 1. Land planners were Harman 
and C’Donnell. 

Among the other interesting develop- 
ments presented was the community 
plan for Lakewood by the Metropolitan 
Trust Co. of Little Rock, Ark., which 
appeared in the December issue of Ur- 
ban Land. 


SHOPPING CENTERS AND 
STORE GROUPS 


Among the shopping center projects 
presented for analysis, those repro- 
duced are indicative of the variety of 
size and character discussed. Figure 7, 
The Aronimink Village Center in Up- 
per Darby, Pennsylvania, near Phila- 
delphia is typical of the trend in small 
neighborhood centers serving an 800 
unit apartment project being developed 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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FIGURE 2—REVISED PLAN OF TOWN AND COUNTRY ESTATES 
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FIGURE 3—-SYOSSET 
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FIGURE 5—PUEBLO GARDENS, Det E. Wess CONSTRUCTION Co., PHOENIX, ARIZONA 


Page Four 


[ 4 
GARDENS—PENNURBAN HOUSING ConrpP.. 
NEw YorK 





FIGURE 6—TyYPICAL 3-BEDROOM DWELL- 
ING, PUEBLO GARDENS—Roy DRACH- 
MAN REALTY Co. 


(Continued from Page 3) 
by Fred P. Meagher. Parking is pro- 
vided on approximately a 2 to 1 basis 
for an initial 10 store building. Office 
space for the project management and 
possibly doctors’ offices are planned for 
a central two-story bay. Parking around 
the gas station will serve as a parking 
lot for commuters to central Philadel- 
phia. Area is reserved for the location 
of future service stores. Architect for 

the store group is James G. Ludwig. 

A center being developed by Ted B. 
Brown in San Angelo, Texas, repre- 
sents the trend in the Southwest for 
larger parking areas (Figure 8), in this 
case better than 3 to 1. Total area of 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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FIGURE 7—SHOPPING CENTER, ARONIMINK VILLAGE, 


Uerper DarBy, Pa.— 


Fred P. MEAGHER 
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FIGURE 8—SHOPPING CENTER, SAN 


PLAN ANALYSIS SESSION 
(Continued from Page 4) 
the three blocks is approximately 4!2 
acres, which includes fifteen stores, gas 
station and theatre, with 12,000 square 
feet for future expansion. 

Figure 9 represents one of three 
schemes submitted for a small center at 
Casper, Wyoming, being developed by 
Ray Odell, showing an interesting utili- 
zation of an irregular site with two 
street frontages, also by Harman and 
O'Donnell. 

In contrast to the above centers is a 
store building projected by Charles A. 


ANGELO, TExAS.—TED B. Brown Co. 


Newhall in Brookline, Mass., approxi- 
mately four miles from downtown Bos- 


ton. Interesting features of the plan 
are an underground parking garage, 
first and second story store windows, 


sidewalk arcade and roof terrace at the 
third-floor level. (Figure 10.) 

It has been possible to reproduce only 
a few of the forty projects presented. 
They indicate, however, the nature and 
wide range of projects which were con- 
sidered and upon which suggestions 
were made. 


READY REFERENCE 


The Connecticut Development Com- 
mission has rendered a service to its 
municipalities and the public by re- 
printing in convenient loose-leaf form 
all of the state enabling legislation cov- 
ering the establishment and functions 
of planning and zoning commissions. 
Such statutes are often unavailable to 
the general public. In addition, the 
Commission has reproduced their sug- 
gested rules and regulations for Zoning 
Boards of Appeals, together with a map 
showing the statutes of planning and 
zoning by local municipalities. 


PUBLICIZE YOUR PARKING 


A map of Manhattan, N. Y., showing 
where you can park and where you 
can’t has been prepared by the Port of 
New York Authority for distribution to 
motorists entering the city. Lots, ga- 
rages, and curb parking, with regula- 
tions as to parking time, are shown, be- 
tween the Battery and Central Park. 

Publicity is essential to the success 
of any off-street parking program. This 
type of publicity can be adapted to 
good advantage by cities of all sizes. 


GARBAGE GRINDER BATTLE 


Developers should check carefully 
the local and state attitude and regu- 
lations regarding garbage grinders be- 
fore contemplating their use in a hous- 
ing project. The additional waste as it 
affects sewer loads and treatment plant 
operation should be given particular 
attention in the design of any new 
project which will depend on a small 
community plant or individual disposal 
facilities as well as where connections 
are made to public sewers. 

An indication of what state and city 
departments of health and sanitation 
are thinking and doing about this sub- 
ject will be found in the American City 
Magazine, November, 1948, pp. 110-113 
and Engineering News Record for De- 
cember 23, Pg. 71. Opinions vary 
widely among 29 states heard from, of 
which seven objected to their use as a 
dangerous factor in maintaining ade- 
quate facilities. The majority, how- 
ever, were not overly concerned about 
the ability to overcome the 
problem of increased sewage load and 
treatment. 

Six cities prohibit use of grinders by 
ordinance. They are New York, Phila- 
delphia, Miami, Fla., Knoxville, Youngs- 
town, O., and York, Pa. Principal ob- 
jections appear to stem from inade- 
quate treatment facilities and danger of 
further stream pollution. 


state’s 
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Ten Square Miies of Chicago.—A rec- 
port to the Land Clearance Commission 
by the Chicago Plan Commission, City 
Hall, Chicago. Consists of a detailed 
analysis of 10 selected square-mile areas 
of Chicago for use in determining spe- 
cific project areas for urban redevelop- 
ment under the recently authorized 
program. The areas were evaluated by 
blocks under a rating procedure cover- 
ing 16 characteristics of structures, land 
use, environment and occupancy. 


This report is an excellent example 
of the tactual and objective ground- 
work which should be laid by any city 
planning commission for a sound rede- 
velopment program. However, the re- 
port, as it stands, will be incomplet< 
until the planning commission has 
made recommendations regarding the 
future desirable pattern of land uses 
within these 10 square-mile areas. It 
is hoped that such recommendations 
are in the making. There is probably 
no planning commission in the country 
which is better prepared than Chicago, 
through its land use and master plan 
surveys, to produce sound and definite 
recommendations on use of its blighted 
areas. This is a planning commission 
function, and one which is essential to 
any well-considered redevelopment pro- 
gram. 


Louisville, Five Years of Development, 
1943-1948.—A report of the Louisville 
Area Development Association, Novem- 
1948. This report gives a detailed 
account of the establishment and ac- 
complishments of a unique community 
organization which is accomplishing an 
outstanding job of civic planning and 
development in the greater Louisville 
area. Available on request from the 
Association, 301 South Fifth St., Louis- 
ville 2, Ky. 


ber, 


Parking for Smaller Cities—A Factual 
Guide. Associated Retailers of Indiana. 
898 State Life Building, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. $2.50. Here is a valuable and 
useful manual, recommended to both 
municipal officials and merchants’ or- 
ganizations, in evaluating their parking 
problem and determining a course of 
action. Particular attention is directed 
to the discussion on use of parking 
meter revenues, cooperative action of 
public agencies and private business, 
and the development of the benefit as- 
sessment district. 


Off-Street Parking in Pennsylvania Mu- 
nicipalities. Institute of Municipal Gov- 


ernment, 
State 
$1.00. 
vania 


Pennsylvania State College, 
College, Pennsylvania, 1947. 
While written to aid Pennsyl- 
communities to evaluate their 
parking problems and thence toward a 
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FIGURE 9—WESTRIDGE SHOPPING 


FIGURE 10—STorRE BUILDING, 


solution, this 53 page booklet contains 
valuable material for any city to use as 
a check list. 

A Development Plan for Oakland— 
Kenwood. A study of a neighborhood 
“conservation” area of Chicago for the 
Oakland-Kenwood Property Owners’ 


CENTER, CASPER, 


BROOKLINE, 


WYOMING—Ray ODELL 


ate vege 
- a “ 


wens 
Mass.—Cuar_tes A. NEWHALL 


Association. Prepared by H. Evert 
Kincaid and George A. Hutchinson, 
planning consultants of Chicago, the re- 
port presents recommendations for two 
stages of development to be undertaken 
by the Association over a period of 
years. 








